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been placed in stone niches or bovedes. Not only had
the new cemetery been filled, but in a section of ground
back of the cemetery, in what was part of a large field,
there were some dozens of graves. The latter had been
opened without any brass bands or Government
speeches, or any attendance of the Consular Corps.
The old cemetery was on the left. It was a small place
of about three-fourths of an acre, and it received all
the poorer classes and patients from the Charity and
Military Hospital and the Canal Hospitals, Owing to
its small size, it was dug up year after year; bones and
skulls, fragments of coffins, clothing, and all sorts of
things were turned out. The liberation of untold
millions of disease germs in that country will make
clear to thinking people why the Isthmus is so un-
healthy. From time immemorial the Isthmus of
Panama has been recognised as one of the plague-spots
of the world. It can vie with the West Coast of
Africa in pestilential disease. But for the fact that
it is one of the world's greatest highways between the
Atlantic and the Pacific, the systematic unburial of the
dead, under the direct sanction of the Federal Govern-
ment (they do nothing to check it, knowing all about it),
and the consequent distribution of the germs of yellow
fever and smallpox, would be of little moment—I say,
* would be of little moment,'—for if the people of those
republics are willing to commit suicide in that form,
so be it. But, owing to the importance of the Isthmus,
called by Paterson the ' Gate to the Pacific and the
Key of the Universe,' these insane and unsanitary pro-
cedures should be stopped."
The   following   passage   shows   the   reckless   and

